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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 198 x 129 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Gaius Suetonius Tranquillus, commonly known as Suetonius (c. 69 -
after 122 AD), was a Roman historian belonging to the equestrian order who wrote during the early Imperial
era of the Roman Empire. His most important surviving work is a set of biographies of twelve successive Roman
rulers, from Julius Caesar to Domitian, entitled De Vita Caesarum. He recorded the earliest accounts of Julius
Caesar s epileptic seizures. Other works by Suetonius concern the daily life of Rome, politics, oratory, and the
lives of famous writers, including poets, historians, and grammarians. A few of these books have partially
survived, but many have been lost. Suetonius begins by describing the humble antecedents of the founder of
the Flavian dynasty and follows with a brief summary of his military and political career under Aulus Plautius
Claudius and Nero and his suppression of the uprising in Judaea. Suetonius documents an early reputation for
honesty but also a tendency toward avariciousness. A detailed recounting of the omens and consultations with
oracles follows which Suetonius suggests furthered Vespasian s imperial pretensions. Suetonius then briefly
recounts the escalating military support for Vespasian and even more briefly the events in Italy and Egypt that
culminated in his accession. Suetonius presents Vespasian s early imperial actions, the reimposition of discipline
on Rome and her provinces and the rebuilding and repair of Roman infrastructure damaged in the civil war, in
a favourable light, describing him as modest and lenient and drawing clear parallels with Augustus. Vespasian
is further presented as being extraordinarily just and with a preference for clemency over revenge. Suetonius
describes avarice as Vespasian s only serious failing, documenting his tendency for inventive taxation...
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