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illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: . . . to us. She rose softly, and walked slowly towards the old mau. He looked up and
smiled, saying--Little Miss want for any ting Ole Joe can do for her V No, thank you, said Bessie, now feeling
rather shy of asking him if she could help him; then, after a moments pause, she added, You were reading when
| went to sleep, and you are reading now. Yes, little Miss, he answered, Joe read most all de time when no trains
on hand and de work all done up. Is it a little newspaper! asked Bessie. A newspaper he answered, spreading the
sheet on his knee, and laying his hand reverently upon it. Yes, missy, a newspaper what habs great news in it, de
best news in de worl, --de news how de Lord Jesus come down to save sinners, and Old Joe among em. Do little
Miss know dat news Oh yes! said Bessie, simply. | always knew it. | m glad you think its good news, Joe, cause
then | know you love Him. Sure, Missy, said Joe, how | gwine for help love Him when | knows He done such a ting
for Joe Feeling on the instant a bond of sympathy between herself and the old negro, Bessie slipped her soft
little hand into his hard, black palm, as she said--But some people who know it dont love Him. Joe shook his
head sorrowfully. Yes, an | bery sorwy for dem folks;...
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