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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1804 edition. Excerpt: .abusive, would not.be heard, if he were to take the like
freedoms, This diHerence, however, ought to be mentioned, to the honour of the antient; he generally, I believe,
being governed by the justice of his cause. The moderns too seldom regard that at all; and care for nothing but
their fees. But, aIer all, Cicero s constitutional faults seem seem to be vanity and cowardice. Great geniuses
seldom have small faults. You have seen, I presume, Dr. Middleton s Life of Cicero. It is a fine piece; but the
Doctor, I humbly think, has played the panegyrist, in some places in it, rather than the historian. The present
laureafs performance on the same subject, of which Dr. Middleton s is the foundation, is a spirited and pretty
piece. He makes his observations on the character of Cicero, not by controverting any point with the Doctor;
but, taking for granted, as if he had no other lights, every thing that the Doctor advances in his favour. You
greatly oblige me, Madam, whenever you give me your observations upon what you read. Cicero was a
prodigy. His works, his genius, will be admired to the end of time. But he was the greatest, the grossest lover,
courter of adulation, and one of the greatest dastards, that ever lived.Yet, in the former quality, he only only
spoke out what many others m ean. He was fond of glory: he could not but be conscious of his...
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