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Instruction, Vol. 3: At Montpelier, Vt;, Aug; 16, 1849 on the Duties of Legislatures in Relation to Public Schools in
the United States Contiguous districts may be united, in order to accomplish a fit classification of pupils. There
shall be made to the legislature annual returns from every town, of all matters connected with the public
schools. Clergymen are invited to take special interest in the schools. So much money as any town raises for the
support of public schools, in such proportion shall said town be allowed to draw of the public money for the
same purpose. All these laws, and others like them, have been passed by legislatures; and they may pass many
more such, and yet not touch the deepest wants of the age. To ask if legislatures have the right to enact laws,
required in the nineteenth century, is like asking if a parent has a right to do the best thing he can for his
children. The only question is, how far should the legislative right be exercised? The duties of legislatures in
relation to common schools may be summed up in this general statement; they are bound, politically and
morally, to bring into natural and efficient action all the energies, physical, intellectual and moral, which are
born in the State, or which belong to it; thus giving by law to every child the opportunity of making the most of
himself All the human faculties should be developed in their natural order, proper time, and due proportion. To
make this plain, let us place before our mind s eye a man, whose...
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