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transition periods of 5 or more years. Even so, many developing countries complained about having to comply
with the new requirements. The issue of IP and access to medicine came to a head at WTO in 2001 The HIV AIDS
Pandemic when the HIV AIDS pandemic in sub-Saharan Africa was reaching Put Access to Medicine in
catastrophic levels. Separately, South Africa attempted to use its laws to the Forefront for WTO lower prices for
imported medicines, but faced opposition from U. S. and other drug companies that felt its actions
compromised their rights. Brazil and the United States, meanwhile, were in dispute over a Brazilian law that
could make exceptions to patents if products were not manufactured in Brazil. Nongovernmental
organizations ( NGO ) became involved in discussing the implications of TRIPS to public health. In April of 2001,
WTO and the World Health Organization ( WHO ) jointly sponsored a workshop on pricing and access to
medicine. Initially, many WTO members were skeptical about whether WTO was the proper forum for the
debate. However, this quickly changed when the African members successfully pleaded their case for help in
resolving the AIDS pandemic, and WTO members subsequently devoted one day to the issue in June 2001, then
continued discussions throughout the summer of the same year. Subsequently, the Declaration on the TRIPS
Agreement and Public Health was adopted at the fourth WTO Ministerial Conference in Doha, Qatar, on
November 14, 2001. As shown in figure 1, the Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health was the first of three
important decisions over the next several years, all of which are discussed...
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