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Dorothy a Publishing Project, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 178 x 140 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Fiction. Melba Zuzzo, erstwhile innocent of the male-heavy hamlet of Dan, a town
located in the foothills of . somewhere? . finds herself in a rut. In fact she was probably born into this rut, but
today, for some reason, she feels suddenly aware of it. Everything is changing, yet nothing is making sense. The
people she might rely upon, the habits she should find comforting--everything is oE. It s as if life, which has
gone by largely unnoticed up to now, has been silently conspiring against her the whole time. In DAN, Joanna
Ruocco has created a slapstick parable that brings together the restless undercurrents and unabashed
campiness of Thomas Pynchon with the meandering imaginative audacity of Raymond Roussel. Either Dan is a
state of mind, beyond the reach of any physical map, or else it sits on every map unnoticed, tucked beneath the
big red dot that tells us YOU ARE HERE. Ruocco spins unusual shapes out of language, but not because her
interests are narrowly linguistic. By reshaping language, she redefines the world it conjures forth. Her fiction so
oIen flirts with the fantastic perhaps because she understands that when language stops operating according
to its ordinary rules, it creates an alternate reality, swerving away from what normally counts as real. ? --The
Nation Ruocco is consistently inventive. She tilts the world as we know it, challenging our senses. --Triquarterly
Ruocco s understated humor and irony have a playful, experimental appeal. --Publishers Weekly.
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