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Nicholas, Somerset County, England, A. D. 1567, to Abner Torrey, of Weymouth, Massachusetts With All
Descendants of Abner Torrey, With an Appendix This book would not have been compiled but for the influence
and service of three women to whom credit is due therefor: the suggestions of it by my mother some thirty
years ago, and toward which she gathered records which would be unattainable now; the clerical aid of my
daughter Nellie; and the present knowledge of Mrs. Sophia Wadsworth, rich in incident and suggestion, which
has furnished clues to information essential to the fullness of the record, and otherwise irrecoverably lost.
Books like this are not made in answer to a commercial demand, but rather to gratify private sentiment and
various personal motives of no interest to the world at large. They are probably the unworthy forerunners of a
class of books which may be produced in the future, when the raising of men is made a subject of scientific
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of the hereditary vices, virtues and other characteristics we have had imposed upon us. Every one perceives the
importance attached to the recorded pedigree of any domestic animal, and the increased value which it may
confer upon them, though they may not recognize with equal clearness that human pedigrees are possibly to
become of far greater value. The history of the human race abundantly sustains and exemplifies that law of...
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