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most opulent displays of private material wealth in all its forms, while providing miserly funding for local public
amenities like museums and zoos, is no accident, Fox maintains. Nor is it unintentional that the city's most
important collections of art and exotic fauna are presented in the context of casino entertainment, part of the
feast of sensation and excitement that seduces millions of visitors each year. Instead, this phenomenon shows
how our insatiable modern appetite for extravagance and spectacle has diminished the power of
unembellished nature and the arts to teach and inspire us, and demonstrates the way our society privileges
private benefit over public good. Given that Las Vegas has been a harbinger of national cultural trends, Fox's
commentary offers prescient insight into the increasing commercialization of nature and culture across
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